^45]                       Much Work
I must say that I feel my own character a little concerned in this trans-
action, and I hope, therefore, that the government will allow their object
to be accomplished in the way in which I shall be the least dissatisfied.1
In spite of all rumours of clanger, the Duke continued
calmly on his course, and outwardly altered none of his
arrangements, even allowing his children to come to him for
their holidays.
On December 24th the war between England and America
ceased, and there was one excuse the less for withdrawing the
British Ambassador from Paris.
Nevertheless to the great relief of the British nation the
Duke was shortly to leave the French capital, for his presence
was now urgently needed at the Congress of Vienna * to
replace Lord Castlereagh, the British representative who had
been recalled to England on Parliamentary business.
There was now a legitimate reason for the Duke's with-
drawal, for, as the British Government pointed out, there
was no one else in whom the country had so much confidence,
and who could so fittingly take Lord Castlereagh's place.
He therefore accepted the position and set out for Vienna
on January 24th, accompanied by Colonel Freemantle, and
the young attache Lord William Lennox.
Our journey was a most delightful one [records young Lennox] . . .
The Duke travelled in an English carriage with his valet, Tesson, on a
seat on the roof, and a courier in advance. Anxious to lose no time on
the road, we breakfasted and dined in the carriage, our meals consisted
of game, pies, cold fowls and tongue, pates defois gras, with the choicest
pure claret from the Duke's own cellars.
With the exception of four hours during the night, we never stopped
upon the road between Paris and Vienna, and here the Duke's powers of
falling at once to sleep came into effect; for no sooner had we reached
the inn, than ... his Grace went immediately to bed, and at the hour
named for starting, he appeared perfectly refreshed, having slept, dressed
and breakfasted during that brief period; while we the two attache's,
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. IX, pp. 436^ 436, 437.
* The Congress of Vienna was assembled to settle European affairs
after the abdication of Napoleon and declaration of Peace.
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